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hardly be supposed to have manured the whole territory with
an adequate sense of the wrongs they were enduring, and the
withering effects of such wrongs on the sources of public
prosperity. Hatred, besides, without hope, is no root out of
which an effectual resistance can be expected to grow; and
fifty years almost had elapsed before a great power had arisen
in Europe having in any capital circumstance a joint interest
with Greece, or specially authorized by visible right and
power to interfere as her protector. The semi-Asiatic power
of Eussia, from the era of the Czar Peter the Great, had
arisen above the horizon with the sudden sweep and splendour
of a meteor. The arch described by her ascent was as vast
in compass as it was rapid; and in all History no political
growth, not that of our own Indian Empire, had travelled by
accelerations of speed so terrifically marked. Not that even
Russia could have really grown in strength according to the
apparent scale of her progress. The strength was doubtless
there, or much of it, before Peter and Catherine ; but it was
latent; there had been no such sudden growth as people
fancied ; but there had been a sudden evolution. Infinite
resources had been silently accumulating "from century to
century ; but before the Czar Peter no mind had come across
them of power sufficient to reveal their situation or to organize
their efforts. In some nations the manifestations of power
are coincident with its growth; in others, from vicious
institutions, a vast crystallization goes on for ages blindly
and in silence, which the lamp of some meteoric rnind is
required to light up into brilliant display. Thus it had been
in Eussia; and hence, to the abused judgment of all
Christendom, she had seemed to leap like Pallas from the
brain of Jupiter, gorgeously endowed, and in panoply of
civil array, for all purposes of national grandeur, at the fiat
of one coarse barbarian. As the metropolitan home of the
Greek Church, she could not disown a maternal interest in
the humblest of the Grecian tribes, holding the same faith
with herself, and celebrating their worship by the same rites.
This interest she could at length venture to express in a tone
of sufficient emphasis; and Greece became aware that she
could, about the very time when Turkish oppression had
begun to unite its victims in aspirations for redemption, and